Disciple To Faith
Session 2 - Proximity

Review

Through prayer, who are the possible persons of peace you could connect
with?

Introduction

This time we explore how Jesus' proximity to His disciples shaped them

so they were able to shape others, and how proximity matters in our
discipleship relationships, too. Jesus called His disciples to Himself, and they
came to Him (Mark 3:13). They did life together. When Peter and John stood
before the Sanhedrin (the Jewish people’s supreme council and court), it
was noted that these two fishermen-turned-apostles had been with Jesus.
His influence on them was palpable. Discipling someone to faith doesn’t
happen from a distance — we need to allow a trusted person access to our
life so we can build authentic relationship.

Watch

https.//www.crossway.org.au/disciple-to-faith/

View session 2, Proximity.

Question: What stands out to you in this video?

Read

Acts 413, 1 Corinthians 4:17, Philippians 4:9, John 12:24

Discuss

Facilitators: Choose 3-4 questions that spark meaningful conversation and
discern where God is leading._Conclude the discussion with Action in the

Response section at the end.

1. We see the effects of proximal discipleship throughout the New
Testament. For example, Jesus spent time with his disciples; Paul spent
time with Timothy. Who first invited you to spend time with them when
you became a Christian, and what were the standout life lessons you
learned simply from being around that person?

(continued on next page)
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2. Inorder to create proximity with someone, we need to provide the
appropriate access into our life to build the relationship. What type of
access (time, activity) to your life are you prepared to offer sommeone who
is willing to read the Bible with you? How would you go about building
that relationship with that access?

3. Read 2 Corinthians 2:14. To engage in proximal discipleship friendships,
we need to allow people to be themselves. We need to be ourselves,
too. Do you tend to consciously avoid talking about Jesus when you're
around non-Christian friends or associates, and if so, why? Does Jesus
naturally ‘leak out of you' like an aroma or light? And if so, how do
unbelievers typically respond? Discuss the importance of authenticity in
building mutual trust. See also Matthew 5:13-16.

4. Many people would say they are time-poor and too busy to invest in
a discipleship relationship. If an honest inventory of our time is taken,
what are some areas where we could find time in our schedule? How
could our priorities be adjusted in the light of the Great Commission?

5 When thinking about inviting someone to read the Bible, we may feel
afraid of possible rejection or ridicule when it is actually our pride at risk
of being hurt. How does Jesus tell us to live when it comes to pride? See
also Matthew 16:24.

6. Read Acts 16:25-40, about Paul and Silas being in prison in close
proximity to guards and other prisoners. What did Paul and Silas do
despite their difficult circumstances? Why did they not escape despite
the opportunity to do so? The result of their intentional proximity was
the salvation of the entire household of the prison guard. How can we
apply ‘intentional proximity' in our lives?

Response

Proximity matters. Jesus drew near to us in a human body, and we're called
to draw others near to Him in the same way. May God strengthen you as
you prayerfully prepare to give people access to your life with wisdom and
kindness.

Action

Determine one area in your schedule you can adjust to make time to
potentially disciple someone to Christ. Be specific, would it be a weeknight,
lunch time or weekend? All that is needed is around one or two hours a
week.

Make a list of the people for whom the following are all true:

(1) As far as you know, they haven't yet put their faith in Jesus,

(2) you get on well with them and seem to have a natural connection, and
(3) they live or work within a few kilometres of your home.

Now write down any ideas that come to mind of how you might maximise
the relational proximity God has providentially put in place. Commmit to
praying regularly for them.
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