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Hear His Voice - Part 2
Hearing God's Voice

MARK PURSER

Introduction

Prophecy is commonly portrayed as something imaginary, highly

subjective and expressed by peculiar people. Yet the Scriptures teach that
prophecy is a powerful gift of the Holy Spirit, purposed for encouraging and
strengthening believers. Used wisely, it can inspire, enable and provide great
assurance and comfort to the receiver. How can we, as the body of Christ, be
faithful to stewarding this gift of the Holy Spirit? How can we be a ‘prophetic
generation’ — one that speaks the word of God in a timely manner and with
conviction to others and our community?

Read 1 Corinthains 14:1-4, 32-33, 39-40, 1 Thessalonians 5:19-22

Discuss

Leaders: Choose questions that spark meaningful conversation and
discern where God is leading—no need to answer them all.

1. Read Acts 217-18 . What is one of the effects of the outpouring of
the Holy Spirit? Note that dreams and visions are expressions of the
prophetic gifting to enable us to hear God'’s voice and direction for a
specific moment.

2. Prophecy is used to edify the body of Christ (1 Cor 14:4). What does
“edify” mean and how does a good prophetic word edify?

3. Have you received an encouraging prophetic word? What was the
impact of the prophetic word on you?

4. Read Acts 21:10-11, where the prophet Agabus gives a word to the
Apostle Paul. How was this prophetic word a blessing to Paul despite
the severity of the message? How can a prophetic word help us prepare
for what lies ahead?
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5. Have you given a prophetic word to another person before? How did
you know it was inspired by the Holy Spirit? Why is it important that
the word aligns with Scripture and is confirmed by other Spirit-filled
Christians as a witness in their spirit?

6. Have you had a negative experience of a prophetic word? How did it
make you feel? Despite this, how can we learn and grow from this? (1
Thessalonian 5:19-22)

Person of Peace

A prophetic word can also be given to someone who does not yet know
God. Such a ‘person of peace’ (someone who likes, serves and listens to you)
may already have a heart that is soft and open to the word of God. Take

a moment to ask God to show you who the person of peace may be in

your life right now. During the week, wait on God for this word and find an
opportune time to share it, inviting them to read the Bible with you.

Respond

There is a difference between holding the office of a prophet (Ephesians
4:11,1 Corinthians 12:28) and exercising the gift of prophecy (1 Corinthains
14:1-4). Few are called into the specific role and authority of a prophet, but
all can exercise the gift of prophecy as led by the Holy Spirit. A prophetic
word is conveyed with humility, love and gentleness, it is not to convince or
coerce. A good prophetic word would encourage, build up, inspire faith, and
bring clarity and peace. It would not bring confusion, condemnation, and a
completely unfamiliar direction in a person’s life.

Take a few minutes now to pray as a group and wait on God for a possible
word for someone in your group. During the week, pray for wisdom in
sharing this word with the person.
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