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Going Deeper
Your weekly guide to understanding God with others

Jesus Says - Week 5
Dale Stephenson

Introduction
Marriage has been a cultural foundation across the globe in most people groups from the 
earliest of time. The Bible teaches that in God’s perfect plan, the marriage of a husband and 
wife is for life. No one marries with the expectation that the union will not last, however, the 
reality in our broken world is that some marriages end in divorce. Relationship breakdown 
has an impact not just on the couple themselves but also on their children and extended 
family.

Bible Passage
Matthew 19:1-9

8 April 2019

Discussion
1. In your understanding, what is the purpose of marriage? What are the positive influences 

on our culture brought about by the marriage of a man and a woman? 

2. If you are married, what can you be doing to continue to invest in and build your 
relationship with your spouse? How can others support you in this? 

3. Every person who enters a relationship with another brings with them their own baggage 
of brokenness from their past. Discuss. 

4. Why may it be beneficial for a couple to separate for a time to help sort out issues in 
their relationship?
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Respond
The church has not always done a good job in supporting couples dealing with divorce. 
What is one practical way that you could support another person who is facing this 
challenge? If you are married, what is one thing that you can put in place this week to further 
strengthen your relationship with your spouse?

5. Read Matthew 5:31-32. This and other biblical texts on marriage and divorce have been 
interpreted in various ways over the past 2000 years. How do you best understand 
these texts today? Are there any circumstances that may create an exception to your 
understanding of these texts? 

6. How can we best support a family member or friend who is experiencing relational 
challenges or a divorce? What is not helpful in this situation?


