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So where do 
Life Groups fit in?

Life Groups are one of the vehicles for facilitating Crossway’s mission of Loving God, Loving People and 
Disciples that Multiply. 

We are continuing to develop a discipling culture by encouraging Life Group leaders to use the life shape 
of UP_IN_OUT as a simple expression of our church’s mission. 

A healthy Life Group will proritise all three aspects of UP_IN_OUT. We will pray and seek God together (UP); 
love and support one another (IN); as well as love and serve those in our sphere of influence (OUT). 

Here are some practical ways to help you move beyond mere “good intentions” and make discipling part of 
your Life Group’s lifestyle.

UP 
Loving

God

IN 
Loving
People

OUT 
Disciples

that multiply

 

Alpha

Social events 
(e.g. outings, BBQs, 

weekends away) 

Discovery Bible Method

Common interest groups 
(e.g. sports and car clubs)

Local community

Worship 
corporately or 
individually

Prayer

Giving

Serving

Life Group connections based on 
passions, location or life stages

Group serving opportunities 
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Leading a Healthy
Life Group
Leading a group isn’t difficult and the responsibity may be shared with others. The two key elements are 
facilitation and discipling. Here’s an outline of what healthy Life Group leadership might include.

Facilitation

• Coordinate other group members to lead components of your group life (e.g. Bible study, social events, 
ministry opportunities, supper, worship)

• Coordinate and share regular follow-up of members within your group (e.g. personal calls, texts and 
emails, Facebook groups, whatsapp, hosting)

• Integrate new members 

• Set the tone for group interaction, moderating discussion between ‘talkers’ and ‘non-talkers’

• Fulfil current legal requirements (i.e. provide evidence of an up-to-date Working With Children Check)

Discipling 

• Pray for each other as a regular component of group life 

• Encourage genuine spiritual growth and deepening friendships 

• Develop a healthy accountability culture

• Create an environment where the UP_IN_OUT health of your Life Group can flourish

• Refer members with needs beyond your group’s current capacity to Care Ministry (e.g. loss of income, 
death of a family member, divorce, mental illness) 

Contact: Pastor Megan Stock, care@crossway.org.au or 9886 3700 

• Corporately pray about the people group, passion or location to which God is calling your group 

• Personally invest in potential leaders 

• Look for God inspired potential in all your group members 

• Encourage different ways for members to reach, love and serve people in their own spheres of influence

Health check 
As a church we can fulfil our Mission by following Jesus’ example. He had three great ‘loves’ in his life:

1. His relationship with his father (UP) ;

2. The relationships within his friends and family (IN) ; and 

3. Involvement with a broken world, both individually and communally (OUT) .

His commitment to manage these three ‘loves’ is consistently demonstrated throughout Scripture.

Luke 6: 12-19 - Read how Jesus showed us this
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Mandatory Volunteer 
Documentation
The Australian Government has been going through the process of lifting the standard for child safety in 
the community. In Victoria, this has brought about enforcement of the following laws - Grooming, Failure to 
Protect and Failure to Disclose. 

As a result, from January 1st, 2017, it is now mandatory for all organisations, including churches, to 
abide by the new Child Safe Standards.1 Any volunteer interacting with children needs to have a Working 
with Children Check.

We appreciate that for some Crossway volunteers, like Life Group leaders, there is minimal or no interaction 
with children, however as a church, Crossway has decided that in an endeavour to remain transparent, all 
volunteers now need to have a Working with Children Check.

To apply for a Working with Children Check, please follow these instructions: 
Go to www.workingwithchildren.vic.gov.au 

1. Fill in the application form and verify your identity online
2. Check the email that will be sent to you with instructions on how to finalise     

your application at Australia Post
3. At Australia Post your photo will be taken at no charge to you

To validate the application, you need to include the following information:

A. Type of application:  select “volunteer”

B. Organisation details:
Name of Primary Organisation: Crossway Baptist Church Inc.
Postal Address: 2 Vision Drive, Burwood East, Vic, 3151
Employer/Volunteer Organisation Contact Phone Number: 03 9886 3700

C. Occupational field:
Code Number: 64 (Religious Organisations)
Occupational Type: volunteer

Prior to you being officially recognised in your new volunteer position, Crossway will need to be provided a 
copy of your application. Please email this to your Life Group Pastor as soon as possible. 

We really appreciate your grace and understanding in this process. It is important for us as a church community 
to reflect the nature of Christ. One of the characteristics of our Lord Jesus that most people admire is his 
inclusion of and concern for children. “Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the 
Kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” (Luke 18:16). As followers of Jesus, we seek to follow our Lord in this.

If you have any further enquiries regarding Working with Children Checks, please contact Caryn Chan via email 
caryn.chan@crossway.org.au

 

1 For more information on the new Child Safe Standards visit 
  http://www.dhs.vic.gov.au/about-the-department/documents-and-resources/policies,-guidelines-and-legislation/child-safe-standards

Already have  
a WWCC?

Log into “mycheck” and add Crossway 
as a volunteer organisation

Code Number: 
64 (Religious Organisations)

 



The DBM  method is as simple as A-B-C.

Discovery Bible Method

A. Ask   

 Ask each person how they went with the previous week’s commitment.

 “How did you go with _________?” “Who did you tell?”

B. Bible
 Choose a short passage from the Bible (around 5-10 verses). Have someone read it aloud, then ask 

someone else to read it again in another translation.  

 Have the participants retell the story from memory. 

 Spend some minutes silently reading the passage again. Silently pray for God to speak 
directly from the passage.

 Ask open-ended questions, such as: 

 “What do you see?”   “What does this say about God?” 
 “What does this say about us?” “What is God saying to you?”

 Let the participants do most of the talking and don’t be afraid of silences. 

 If the session veers off course, you can ask, “Where do you see that in the Bible?” 

C. Commit
 Let them suggest their own commitment to whatever God is saying to them.
 Ask them: 

 “What are you going to do?” “Who are you going to tell?”

For more on Discovery Bible Method with Nicky, check out this video: 

http://www.crossway.org.au/dbmvideo

DBM is a simple, structured way of 
opening the Bible with someone so 
that they encounter God directly 
through His living Word.

The aim is to allow participants 
to discover God’s truth for 
themselves, rather than relying 
on a leader. As the leader, you are 
there to empower them and to 
pray, not to have all the answers. 

It’s best to start with two or three 
people, or coach one person to do 
DBM with their community. Try to 
reach a community, not just   
an individual. 



Bible Passages
Old Testament 

Gen 1:1-5 First day of creation
Gen 3:1-9 Adam and Eve sin
Exod 3:1-6 Moses and the burning bush
Josh 4:1-7 Altar built after crossing the Jordan river
1 Sam 17: 32-37 David kills Goliath
1 Kings 18:30-39 Elijah calls on God
2 Kings 5:9-14 The healing of Naaman
Dan 3: 19-27 The blazing furnace

New Testament

Mat 7 :24-29 Building on a solid foundation
Mat 21:28-32 Parable of the two sons
Mat 25:1-13 Parable of the ten bridesmaids
Mat 26:6-13 Jesus annointed at Bethany
Mark 6:45-56 Jesus walks on water
Mark 4: 35-41 Jesus calms the storm
Luke 5:17-26 Jesus heals a paralysed man
Luke 10:30-37 Parable of the good Samaritan
Luke 17:11-19 Ten healed of leprosy
Luke 18:35-42 Jesus heals a blind beggar
Luke 19:1-10 Zacchaeus meets Jesus
John 2:1-10 Wedding at Cana
John 5:1-9 Healing at the pool of Bethesda
John 6:5-13 Jesus feeds the five thousand

Discovery Bible Method
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Missionary Adoption

Many Life Groups choose to “adopt” a Crossway missionary or missionary family. This is a great way to connect 
with our missionaries in their day-to-day lives, and gives wonderful support to those involved in missions 
around the globe. 

Step 1:  Pray and discuss the idea with your Life Group

Step 2:  Select one of our Crossway missionaries (there are missionary information cards in the   
  church  foyer). To find out more, contact our missions pastor Daron Himstedt at    
  daron.himstedt@crossway.org.au 

Step 3:  Let your Life Group pastor know that you have adopted the missionary 

Step 4:  Connect with the missionary and start supporting them 

Some of the ways Life Groups support our missionaries include: 

• Prayer support, and keeping up with how to be praying for them

• Emailing and encouraging them regularly

• Inviting them to come and share with the Life Group when they return to Australia on leave 

• Offering assistance with practical needs (including when they are home)

• Sending small gifts for Christmas and birthdays, especially for children in the families

• Giving financial support 

• Life Group members may consider visiting the missionaries in their mission context 
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Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________

Birth Date: ________________________          Male    Female

When did you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour?

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you been baptised by full immersion before?  Yes      No

Who would you like to be baptised by?  (Think of someone significant in your faith journey, 

e.g. pastor, parent, leader, friend. This person must be already baptised by full immersion.)

Name: _________________________ Phone: _______________________________

When would you like to be baptised?  

1st Pref  Date: ___________Service:   Sat 5pm       Sun 8.45am       Sun 10.15am       Sun 11.45am    

2nd Pref  Date: ___________Service:   Sat 5pm       Sun 8.45am       Sun 10.15am       Sun 11.45am

Are you happy to be contacted by a Crossway photographer regarding the availability of 

photos for this event?   Yes      No

Do you give permission to publish the following on Crossway’s websites and/or social media:

Written baptism testimony    Yes      No

Baptism photographs        Yes      No

Baptism video                                Yes      No

I understand I can withdraw my permission by giving notice to communications@crossway.org.au 

Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________

Privacy Statement: We only collect information where it is necessary to do so to provide a service to you, or where we are required by law to 
do so. Access to your personal information is restricted to staff and support staff who require information to provide a service to you. Your 
details are not generally available to everyone. We will not pass on any of your personal details to any other organization or third party. 
Read our Privacy Policy at www.crossway.org/legal.

A P P L I C A T I O N  

Name: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: _______________________ E-mail: _____________________________________

Birth Date: ________________________          Male    Female

When did you accept Jesus as your Lord and Saviour?

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Have you been baptised by full immersion before?  Yes      No

Who would you like to be baptised by?  (Think of someone significant in your faith journey, 

e.g. pastor, parent, leader, friend. This person must be already baptised by full immersion.)

Name: _________________________ Phone: _______________________________

When would you like to be baptised?  

1st Pref  Date: ___________Service:   Sat 5pm       Sun 8.45am       Sun 10.15am       Sun 11.45am    

2nd Pref  Date: ___________Service:   Sat 5pm       Sun 8.45am       Sun 10.15am       Sun 11.45am

Are you happy to be contacted by a Crossway photographer regarding the availability of 

photos for this event?   Yes      No

Do you give permission to publish the following on Crossway’s websites and/or social media:

Written baptism testimony    Yes      No

Baptism photographs        Yes      No

Baptism video                                Yes      No

I understand I can withdraw my permission by giving notice to communications@crossway.org.au 

Signed: _______________________________________ Date: ______________________

Privacy Statement: We only collect information where it is necessary to do so to provide a service to you, or where we are required by law to 
do so. Access to your personal information is restricted to staff and support staff who require information to provide a service to you. Your 
details are not generally available to everyone. We will not pass on any of your personal details to any other organization or third party. 
Read our Privacy Policy at www.crossway.org/legal.

A P P L I C A T I O N

Application for Baptism 
at Crossway Baptist Church

SAMPLE ONLY

For baptism preparation go to getbaptised.com 
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P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

Having accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour, been baptised by immersion in 

His name, and being in agreement with Crossway's statement of beliefs, its vision and 

mission (as contained in the Church Rules), I now commit to partner with Crossway 

Baptist Church through membership.  In doing so, I commit myself to:

I will develop as a disciple 
of Jesus through learning 
to respond to the Holy 
Spirit as He directs me.

I will endeavour to be a 
disciple that multiplies as 
I engage with pre-Christian 
people and seek to lead 
them to faith in Jesus Christ.

I will demonstrate that I 
am a disciple of Jesus as 
I bring my tithes and 
o�erings to Him.

I will seek to develop my 
relationship with God 
through regularly reading 
and meditating on  
His word.

I will  pursue an increased 
level of intimacy with God 
through my ongoing 
engagement in prayer, 
praise and worship.

I will demonstrate my love 
for God through engaging 
in opportunities to serve 
Him with my gi�s   
and talents.

I will demonstrate my love 
for people through 
actively looking for 
opportunities to   
serve them.

I will demonstrate my love 
for people through  
seeking opportunities to 
care for those in need 
both inside and outside 
the church.

I will develop my love for 
people by learning to love 
myself - embracing what 
God says about me.

Loving God1 Loving People2 Disciples that Multiply3

P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K

2263 Partnering in membership insert2.pdf   1   27/07/2016   2:17 pm

SAMPLE ONLY
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Name 

Address

Email

Phone

Date of birth

Former church
(if applicable)

Have you been baptised by full immersion?   Y / N

Signature of applicant                    Date of commitment

I would like to partner in membership at Crossway as outlined overleaf:P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

P a r t n e r i n g  
i n  

M e m b e r s h i p

Partnering in  Membership

Privacy Statement: we only collect information where it is necessary to do so to provide a service to you, or where we are 
required by law to do so. Access to your personal information is restricted to sta� and support sta� who require information to 
provide a service to you. Your details are not generally available to everyone. We will not pass on any of your personal details to 
any other organization or third party. 

SAMPLE ONLY


